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   STRINGING CEREAL FOR OUR TREE  

 

Happy holidays from our 

family to yours!  
Wk. 12-06-21 

 
Dear Families,  

This week we are celebrating holidays around the world. We 

began this week by discussing festival of lights and 

Hanukkah. We were able to see some real dreidels and 

discuss some of the traditions of Hanukkah such as lighting a 

menorah and eating Latke. The children were introduced to 

stories and poems about Hannukah such as Happy Hanukkah 

by Eva Grant. We also discussed some of our own family 

traditions and found that many of us celebrate Christmas and 

enjoy putting up a Christmas tree in our homes.  
 

Special events  

 
• 12/17/21 Holiday Party 

• 12/20/21 Last Day to Bring 
Canned Goods for Lenore’s 

Pantry 

• We collect clothing all year 
long for MAE Organization 

for the Homeless 
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Mindfulness:  As we are discussing the magic of 
giving and how great it feels to give, this week our 
class is closing our eyes, putting our hands on our 
hearts, and thinking of a friend. Each child thinks of 
something that makes our friends happy and 
imagined giving them it. Many children said they felt 
good and happy doing that and we went around the 
room and discussed some things we can give this 
holiday. Some ideas the children shared were books, 
cards, hugs, a smile, and space.  
Science and Sensory:   The children are very excited 
about Christmas and Christmas trees so this week 
we were able to make fizzy Christmas trees with 
baking soda, green food coloring, sparkles (for a bit 
of magic) and a touch of water. Each child made 
their own Christmas tree and then slowly added 
some drops of vinegar to get a fizzing reaction. Prior 
to doing our science each child hypothesized what 
they thought would happen. Some of their 
hypothesizes were “bubbles, an explosion, a volcano 
eruption, Christmas magic, and color change. In 
their own way they were all correct. We discussed 
how the baking soda being a base reacted to the 
acid of the vinegar causing a fizzing reaction.   
Math:  This week we practiced writing our numbers 
1-5 and graphing Christmas ornaments. The children 
color coded ornaments, colored and counted them 
and created a small bar graph of three different 
ornaments and how many of each there were. We 
also practiced counting to fifty and began our 
classroom count-down to Christmas.  
Songs and Literature: We practiced our Christmas 
songs this week and were introduced to Pete the 
Cat’s 12 Groovy Days of Christmas, by Kimberly and 
James Dean.  
ELA: The children compared the books about 
Hanukkah and the books about Christmas to our 
own traditions and what we enjoy most about the 
holidays.   

 
Science Experiment They each got a chance to 
present their favorite things about the holiday and 
many children said Santa, presents, Christmas 
trees, Christmas sons and music, giving cards and 
Christmas lights. The children will each get a 
chance to illustrate a picture of their favorite 
traditions and who they enjoy spending the 
holidays with. We will work together to create a 
classroom wreath and ornaments to add to our 
classroom Christmas tree.  
Fine Motor: As a fun fine motor project the 
children will be given an opportunity to string fruit 
loops or cheerios to add to our Christmas trees at 
home.   
 
Family support:  

• Please send a picture of a family tradition 
or value that your family celebrates and 
believes in for the holidays for your child 
to share and discuss with the class. We 
will use these pictures on our classroom 
board to connect our classroom family.  

• We are still collecting non-perishable food 
to deliver on 12/20/21 to Lenore’s Pantry 
in North Attleboro. 

• We collect clothing year-round for MAE 
Organization for the Homeless. 

• AmazonSmile – Please consider selection 
MAE Organization Inc, in Coventry RI. 

 
 


